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Fig. t46: Ophisolts e/c{atr, Sanraria. Guy H..rtrtovtt c;H

Ophisops elegans MfNfrnrfs, r83z

Snake-eyed lizard

Hebrew name: Ein Nrthash Adina ("fragile snake-eyed")

Recent taxonomic changes: None.

Size: Up to I9i mm total length, SVL zI-6o mm; weight o.I-4.t g. Males and females

attair-r sin-rilar dimensions.

Description: The body is brown, with four light stripes along the back and sides. Two

stripes extend from the head to the tail, the other wo from the ear openings to the hind

legs. Benveen rhe stripes are rows of dark spots, sometimes merging to lorm dark stripes.

Young individuals exhibit alternating yellow and black stripes. The skin texture is ror-rgh.

A key char:rcteristic is this species' inabiliry to move its eyelids, which are {tused open,

similarly ro snakes, hence the name. The ear ope nings are large. The tail is detachable'

Similar species: Acanthodac4th.u bosl<ianus (p.I6r). Juven rle A. boskialtus can be conftrsed

with O. eleg,tns due to the colored dorsal stripes.



Squamata: Sauria: Lacertidae Ophisops elegans r8t
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r ll(r Species lrccounts

Natural history and behavior: A delicatc lizard tl-rat is for-rncl in hieh clensities in rtrcrts

rich in lor,v vcgcration. Activin' is dir,rrnal and takes place on thc groltncl, ntostlv cltrring

the nrornir-rg rrnd eirrly evenine. \ü/hcrl r-lot irctivc, it l-rides itr br.trrou's rtt the base of
shrubs. Its cliet cor-rsists of sniall arthroprods. Fernales cleposit I-4 clr-rtchcs of r-8 eggs,

beqirrning in the early spring, ancl activc voLurq ilre seen as carlv as Jr.ttte.

Distribution in Israel: For.rnd in Mediterranei.ln habitats in Israel, atrd ,rlso penctrrrtes

clesert habitrrts in the Negev Molrtrtains.
'World distribution: Fronr Pakistan (one record, not shorvr.t on the rr.rapr) and Iratt in
thc easr rhror-rgl-r the CaucrrsLls to TLrrker', cxtrenre northwestern (lreece, solltherrsterlt

Btrlsaria, O1'prn-rs, Iraq, Syria, Lebanorr, Jorclan, northwcstcrn Sar.rcli Arabia, ancl Isrrtcl.

We fbllorv severrrl aurhors in ascribing isolated poprr-rlations in northern Eqvp-rt, Libva,

and Alecrit rc Ophisops occidettt,rlis.

Conservation: IU(,N Status: In Isrrrel: Lca.st Cotrcern; Global: Not F.r'alLratcd. This
sp'rccies hirs a large global range, nrost olit in clcsert and senri-clcsert urcas rvitl-r potcntial-

ly relatively lirtle disturbancc. In Israel, it is espreciallt'abunclarlt in the N'lcditermlterlrr

region, r,vhere it probablv sr-rflbrs fror-n habirat loss ancl clegradrrtion becausc of urbatriz-it-

tior-r and popr.rlarion growth, etc. Horvever, givcn its largc rillrqe in Israel ir is probablv

relatively safbr than othcr strictly Medite rranean species.
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Fig. I4z: Olltiioli tlq,ut,. ('olrrn Heishts '\r'i,r,l Il.rtr


