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Acanthodacty lus dumerili (MlrNEs Eowenos, r 829)

English: Dumdrilt fringe-toed lizard;
Spanish: Lagartija de Duutnrl;
Hassanya: ZeIam

'World distribution. Small lizard
characteristic of the Ergs and sand-
banks of the western half of the
Sahara. In Mauritania reaches the
coast.

Biogeographic affi nities.

- Palearctic (Saharan aff.).
Distribution in the'Western Sahara. -

This small lizard is present in al-
most all the interior regions of the
territory. It is missing, however,
from the whole coastal region where it is replaced by A. aureus.

Subspecies in the'Western Sahara. - According to our experience, A. dumerz/i should
be considered a monotypic species, although individuals from Mauritania and the
Western Sahara have on occasions 12 rows of longitudinal ventral scales instead of
r4, and a generally paler coloration. On the other hand, the small lizards of Senegal,
Mali and Mauritania up to now included in the nominal subspecies, beiong in facr
to another species: A. senegalezszi (CnocHET er al., zoo3).

Preferred habitat. - In the \Testern Sahara, it is a species restricted ro rhe continental
sandbanks (ergs and dunes). In Mauritania, it is found in the coastal dunes of white
sand.

Observations. - Species of Acanthodactyltu of the psammophilous complex of
A. scutellatus, avery difficult group rhat is still an object of strong conrroversies. It
can be identified by the following characters: 4lines of scales around the roes, very
fine dorsal scales, granulated and lightly keeled; rz or 14 longitudinal series of
ventral scales, y supralabial scales before the subocular. Subocular in contact with
the 3"1 and 4'l' supralabials, and a similar coloration to that of the sand, smoorhly
marbled with somewhat darker rones; the belly is almost pure whire.

Conservation. - In the \Testern Sahara and in the world, Louer risk-least concern (LR-
lc).

Important references. - Vervpnos (t957); BoNs & GpNrpz (tr)r)6); GpNrEz et al.
(zooo); Cnocusr et al. (zoo3).
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Photo tt6: Aurtilrodtctltftrs dtuttcrili aclLrlt f'enrale. 98
(\r)v'estcrn Sahara).

km fronr Arvserd towrrrds t)akhla
M. (lnNrnz.

Photo tt7: Acttttl,0drtc\tf 11; rltrtttcri/i
(V'esrern Sahala).

jLrvenile. Bor.rlarvah, zo knr norrh-wesr of A*'sercl
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