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The results of a study carried out by conventional and banding (C-,Ag-NOR, DAPI
and A/u I) staining methods on Iberian rock lizards allow us to identify two species

groups within these lacertid lizards.

The first group includes: L . monticola monticola, L .m. cantabrica and L . m . cyreni
that possess a karyotype constituted by 2n=36 all acrocentric macrochromosomes
Furthermore, the last subspecies appears karyologically differentiated from the other
two subspecies of L . monticola possessing a different chromosomal- NOR localisation
and a heteromorphic and heterochromatic W chromosome. This karyological
differences corroborate the morphological ones suggesting for L . m . ¢cyreni a higher
taxonomic level.

The second group includes the Pyrenean species , L . aurelioi and L . bonnali that
possess a karyotype rich in biarmed elements The specimens of three different
populations of L . aurelioi show a 2n=26 karyotype with 10 biarmed + 16 acrocentric
macrochromosomes and a peculiar sex chromosome system ( Z, Z, W; the W
chromosome is submetacentric ). ‘

Interestingly ,.chromosomal intraspecific variations were found within the populations
of L. bc‘mnalz . In fact | .the male and female specimens of two different populations
from Arax.l-Pall'ars belonging to L . & . aranica possess a 2n=26 macrochromosomes

’10 of which blarmed and 16 acrocentric . While the specimens from Bigorre (Laé
Blue) and Monte Perdido belonging to the nominal subspecies possess a 2n=24
macrochromosomes (12 biarmed + 12 acrocentric; females show a Z, Z, W sex
mmngozs;:m;'w ;hr;mosome is a small metacentric). Lastly, the L. b. bonnali
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